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NWP 229 SWITCHING AT MARINSHIP 


Number 63 








Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


The Western Railroader is planning to sponsor a last 
ride on the Market Street Railway before the Municipal Rail- 
way takes over. All persons interested in this “excursion’”’ are 
asked to please write The Western Railroader today. 

Your editor recently received volume 2 of “Trolley Trails 
Through the West” by Robert S. Wilson. This 61 page pocket- 
size booklet contains trolley recollections of the street railway 
systems in Yakima and Seattle written up in a very unusual 
and interesting manner. Copies of this volume as well as vol- 
ume 1, which covered western Canada, may be had by writing 
Robert S. Wilson, 708 So. 9th Ave., Yakima, Wash., enclosing 
twenty-five cents for each volume. 





Southern California’s Historic Locomotives 
GRIZZLY FLATS RAILROAD (Ward Kimball), San Gabriel, Calif. 
ex-Nevada Central No. 2, 2-6-0, narrow gauge. 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES, Inc., Burbank, Calif. 
ex-Hobart Estate Co. No. 5, 4-4-0, narrow gauge. 
PARAMOUNT PICTURES, Union Pacific Shops, East Los Angeles. 
ex-Virginia & Truckee 18, 4-4-0, ‘standard gauge. 
ex-Virginia & Truckee 22, 4-4-0, standard gauge. 
PARKER LYON PONY EXPRESS MUSEUM, Arcadia, Calif. 
ex-Eureka Nevada No. 7, 2-6-2, narrow gauge. 
FRANK LLOYD PRODUCTIONS, Universal City, Calif. 
ex-Nevada County Narrow Gauge No. 5, 2-6-0, narrow gauge. 


Northern California’s Historic Locomotives 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY, Sacramento, Calif. 
Southern Pacific No. 1, 4-2-4T, standard gauge. 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY, Palo Alto, Calif. 
Central Pacific No. 1, 4-4-0, standard gauge. 
CALIF.-NEVADA R.R. HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Oakland, Calif. 
Southern Pacific 1903, 2-6-2T, standard gauge. 
RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Berkeley, Calif. 
Nevada Central 5, 4-4-0, narrow gauge. 
Nevada Central 6, 2-6-0, narrow gauge. 
Virginia & Truckee 13, 2-6-0, standard gauge. 
Virginia & Truckee 21, 2-4-0, standard gauge. 
MICHIGAN-CALIFORNIA LUMBER COMPANY, Camino, Calif. 
American River Land & Lumber No. 1, 0-4-0T, narrow gauge. 
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M y ‘Favorite 


from the collection 


To me, my photo of NWP num- 
ber 9 is more than my favorite 
snap; it is a milestone in this ever 
changing world. A few weeks af- 
ter this shot was taken, August 
22, 1935, the NWP changed to its 
Winter Schedule. That pulled off 
the two daily passenger trains on 
the Russian River Branch and 
ended Number 9, the smallest and 
oldest 4-4-0 in regular passenger 
service in California. 

I first came into contact with 
Number 9 at Point Reyes, Calif., 
in the year 1927. I took a snap of 
her with the brownie camera I 
had at the time and you can well 
imagine what it turned out to be 
like. After that I saw her at var- 
ious times until 1932. Then she 
started coming up to the Russian 
River quite often in the summer 
time. Vacationing at my mother’s 
summer home in Guernewood 
Park I used to see old Number 9 
regularly, but for some reason or 
other never improving on_ the 
picture I had taken in 1927. 

In July, 1935, the NWP applied 
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Rail-Photo 


of Fred A. Stindt 


for abandonment of the Russian 
River Branch. It didn’t take much 
thought to know that that would 
spell the end for about four 
engines which served the line. I 
knew Number 9 would surely be 
one of the first to go, so I thought 
it was about time for me to im- 
prove my shot. 

Santa Rosa, Calif., was about 
the best spot along the line to 
catch her for the ideal sun light 
in the afternoon and the length 
of time you had to take the pic- 
ture. So, one day in August, 
knowing that No. 9 was on Train 
223, I got into the car with my 
new camera at Guernewood Park 
and off I went to Santa Rosa. 
What a disappointment greeted 
me—a nice row of box cars in the 
way. No 9 came and went and I 
still had no recent shot of her. I 
tried again a week later and it 
must have been No. 9’s farewell 
present to me, as the shutter 
clicked to the tune of the per- 
fect set-up. I never saw the eng- 
ine in service again. 
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Early Days on the NWP 


When I started to work on the 
N.W.P. as an engine wiper at the 
Willits engine house in April, 
1911, the largest engines on the 
line were the 130-133. These four, 
together with engines 227 and 
228, were also the newest, being 
only a few months in service. 

The 131 and 132 were used on 
trains 1 and 2 between Sausalito 
and Willits; the 133 on the Santa 
Rosa-Tiburon night freight, 
trains 35 and 36; and the 130 was 
used as a relief engine. The 227 
and 228 were used at Sausalito 
and Tiburon yards respectively. 

In those days there was an 
engine assigned to each run 
where it remained except when it 
went to the shops to be over- 
hauled. Thus, when an engine 
crew bid in on a regular run, they 
also got a regular engine. I still 
think that was a better system 
than the present one of pooling 
engines. 

In those days there were no 
electric headlights on the engines. 
Most engines were equipped with 
acetylene gas headlights. A few 
still had oil headlights and all 
had oil gauge lights in the cabs. 
Among those with oil headlights 
were the 201, 202 and 251 which 
operated on the Sherwood branch 
north of Willits. The branch had 
grades of 4% percent. 

The first engine to operate on 
the N.W.P. with an electric head- 
light was Santa Fe engine 127 
which was leased by the N.W.P. 
during the summer of 1913 for 
use on the Glen Ellen passenger 
train. 

In those days the freight ser- 
vice consisted of the following: 

Willits-Santa Rosa, trains 33 
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and 34, two crews, engines 112 
and 113. 

Santa Rosa-Tiburon, trains 35 
and 36, one crew, engine 133. 

Petaluma-Duncan Mills, trains 
233 and 234, two crews, engines 
153 and 154. 

Glen Ellen-Tiburon, trains 133 
and 134, one crew, engine 102. 

Tiburon-Sausalito, “the Horse- 
shoe Freight”, one crew, engine 
109. 

Occidental to San Anselmo, 
trains 37 and 40, one crew, engine 
145 (narrow gauge). 

Sherwood logger, one 
engine 251. 

Willits-Sherwood, trains 351, 
352, 353 and 354, one crew, engine 
202. 

Santa Rosa-Sebastopol, mixed 
train, “one crew, engine 101. 

Passenger service consisted of 
the following trains: 

Sausalito-Willits, trains 1 and 
2, two crews, engine 131 and 132. 

Sausalito-Ukiah, trains 3 and 
4, two crews, engines 21 and 22. 

Sausalito-Healdsburg, trains 5 
and 6, one crew, engine 23. 

Sausalito-Duncan Mills, trains 
221, 222, 223 and 224, two crews, 
engines 17 and 20. 

Sausalito - Glen Ellen, trains 
140, 141, 142 and 143, two crews, 
engines 14, 9 or 10. 

Sausalito-San Quentin “Ex- 
press”, trains 90, 91, 92 and 93, 
one crew, engine 6 or 7. 

Tiburon-San Rafael “locals”, 
trains 80, 81, 82 and 83, one crew, 
engine 4. 

Sausalito - Cazadero, trains 8 
and 9, one crew, engine 92 (nar- 
row gauge). 

Sausalito-Point Reyes 


crew, 


“local”, 
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one crew, engine 84 
gauge). 

In addition there were many 
Sunday passenger trains. All pas- 
senger runs were double headers 
and two or more sections on 
Sundays and holidays. On July 
4th all freights were annulled 
and the engines and crews used 
in passenger service. It was the 
usual thing to borrow 25 or 30 
coaches from the S.P. along with 
a ferry boat or two on busy days. 
There were days when nearly 
100,000 passengers passed through 
the Sausalito ferry building in 
one day. 

In 1911, engines 8, 12, 19, 104, 
153 and 154 were shipped to 
Eureka by boat and were not re- 
turned to the Southern Division 
until some time after the con- 
nection was built through to Eu- 
reka in 1914. About the same 
time, engine 202 was shipped to 
Albion and never returned. 

Number 251, the shay-geared 
engine, ran on the Willits-Sher- 
wood logger. An engineer named 
Bill Turner ran her for years. He 
was an expert with geared eng- 
ines. He had about half a dozen 
different kinds of oil and grease 
stored on the engine, and several 
times a day spent some time 
greasing and oiling around. 

He could keep the 251 going 
longer between shoppings than 
anyone else. When she went to 
the shop, an extra engineer was 
sent to relieve Turner on the 
logger, and he took her to Tib- 
uron. He would take two days 
for the trip. He would make Pet- 
aluma the first day in 16 hours, 
then take 7 or 8 hours more from 
there to Tiburon the second day. 


(narrow 
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When the engine was ready to 
return to Willits, an extra man 
would again take over the logger, 
and Turner would take the eng- 
ine back to Willits. This was also 
a two day trip. He would make 
Ukiah the first day, then go on to 
Willits the second day. 

Engine 201 would be used on 
the logging train while the 251 
was away. Finally the company 
began to let the extra engineers 
run the 251, and they would make 
the trip in one day. 

I fired for many real old time 
engineers when I first started. 
Among them, Jim Morris had 
been an engineer since 1879. In 
those days the engine wipers were 
used as machinist and _ boiler 
maker helpers. The experience 
thus gained was of great value to 
us after we got to running eng- 
ines ourselves both in keeping 
our engines in shape and making 
repairs in case of breakdowns. 

Many changes have been made 
since I started on the rails nearly 
33 years ago, but I have never 
got tired of my job. I would fol- 
low the same line of work if I 
had to start again. 

ee ee 


San Francisco Votes 


Market St. Purchase 


The voters of San Francisco 
have (at last!) o.k.’ed purchase 
of the Market Street Railway for 
two million cash and five and a 
half million to be paid out of 
earnings of the combined system. 
Subject to the approval of the 
state legislature early in June, 
the city is expected to take over 
immediately. 
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SACRAMENTO CITY LINES BUYS 
SACTO NORTHERN, CCT CAR LINES 


The Sacramento City Lines 
(Pacific City Lines, Inc.) has pur- 
chased the local city lines of the 
Sacramento Northern and Cen- 
tral California Traction in Sacra- 
mento. The sale has the approval 
of the State Railroad Commission, 
and City Lines crews are work- 
ing on the CCT cars. 

The CCT operates eight double 
truck birney cars on its line out 
Eighth Street to Colonial Heights 
while the SN operates about six 
single truck birneys on C Street 
to McKinley Park. The City Lines 
is seeking permission to substi- 
tute busses for the CCT operation. 

All the street cars of the City 
Lines carry the lettering SAC- 
RAMENTO CITY LINES on the 
side of the car where the PG&E 
was once painted.—FAG 

RES ean 
KEY SYSTEM FIXES 
UNIT AND MOTOR 


The Key System has run the 
front section of unit 168 into the 
shops for repair, but will prob- 
ably scrap the rear half which 
was bent almost in half in a de- 
railment last November in Berk- 
eley. The former Oakland Term- 
inal 1001, steeple cab motor, has 

_been serviced and returned to 
work on the fill gravel trains.— 
E. Cumming 
en 
BAY AREA TRANSIT 


With “Owl” service on the A 
line, the Key System is now 
furnishing 24 hour service be- 
tween San Francisco and Oak- 
land. The Key System is finally 
cutting out bus service between 
San Francisco and Richmond 
since the Shipyard Railway furn- 
ishes direct connections with the 
bridge trains. 
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WASHINGTON STATE 
STEAM NOTES 
The Spokane International has 
recently put two second-hand 
2-8-0’s from some eastern road 
into service. They are numbered 
900 and 916. The company has 
added two more stalls on their 
roundhouse and put in a twenty- 
foot longer table to accommodate 
the larger engines. While the 
Northern Pacific has leased a few 
2-8-2’s to other roads, it has leas- 
ed a few engines of the same 
type from the Great Northern for 
use out of Tacoma.—Al Farrow 
———_- 4 ——— 


PEPCO INTERURBAN 


PLANS NEW CARS 

The Portland Electric Power is 
planning on new interurban cars, 
drawings for which are now be- 
ing prepared by Pullman. Eight 


double-enders are planned for 
the service replacing present 
equipment including ex-Indiana 
and Fonta cars. The company has 
recently changed its route into 
Gresham to use the old Mt. Hood 
line to bring the interurban cars 
within a block of down town in- 
stead of six blocks as formerly. 
—R. V. Mills 
———— 


1ER OVERPASS NOW 
OAKLAND TERMINAL 

The Oakland Terminal has 
commenced operation of freight 
trains over the former Interur- 
ban Electric overpass over the 
S.P. main line in East Oakland 
near 40th Street. The Santa Fe 
diesel No. 2300 is used as_ the 
trolly wire has ‘been removed. 
The limit is about five loaded box 
cars on the 4% grade on the 
curving trestle—E. Cumming 
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Sacto Northern 
Abandons 3rd Rail 


The Sacramento Northern has 
abandoned third-rail electric op- 
eration between Sacramento and 
Chico as a safety (and economy) 
measure. They are using W.P. 
diesel-electric switcher 511 to 
haul freights between towns 
while the electrics will do local 
switching on the trolley sections. 
—Vaughn 

—_—a—— 


S.P.N.G. No. 17 


The Southern Pacific’s narrow 
gauge No. 17 is being used as a 
stationary boiler for the small re- 
pair shop the company maintains 
at Salem, Oregon. She is set up 
about a block from the depot on 
a strip of track just long enough 
for her and her tender.—R. V. 
Mills 

——— 


FRESNO FREIGHT DRAGS 

Why are all S.P. switch engines 
in the Fresno yards headed north 
while all the Santa Fe yard eng- 
ines head south? Incidentally 
Santa Fe 2447, ex-Oakland Term- 
inal 4, is doing all the service on 
the Fresno Interurban trackage. 
Seven or eight cars seems to be 
her limit though the heavy power 
hoggers may be at fault.—S. 
Snook 


STATE BELT GETS: MORE 
DIESEL-ELECTRICS 


The State Belt Railroad has 
received two more diesel-elec- 
tric switchers, numbers 22 and 
23. Some rumors that steam 
switchers 1, 6 and 7 will be sold 
to the W.P. are unconfirmed.— 
L. T. Haug 


Se See 


SP GETS COACHES 
FROM JERSEY CENTRAL 
The New Jersey Central Rail- 
road (B&O) has released 40 com- 
muter coaches for use by the 
Southern Pacific and Santa Fe. 
Fourteen coaches are allotted to 
the S.P. and they are being used 
on the runs out of San Francisco 
to San Jose releasing regular 
coaches for main line uses. 
ee ara 


SANTA FE LOCAL 
CHANGES MOTORS 


The Santa Fe’s M-131, a gas- 
electric railcar, has recently been 
through the San Bernardino shops 
and has returned to the local run 
between Fresno and Cocran. Ar- 
ticulated unit M-180 was used 
while M-131 was in the shops. 
M-180 was on the local run be- 
tween San Bernardino and Los 
Angeles before the war, but to- 
day a 1400-class Atlantic hauls 
three or more cars on the run.— 
W. B. Gardner 
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